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[ 2022 RELEASE UNDER THE PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY ASSASSINATION RECORDS ACT OF 1992 !

g o

< June 1961

ME!MORANDUM FOR THE RECORD '

EUBJECT: Relations with Manoio RAY and the MRP P :

l. For background see my memorandurn of 14 May 1961, rezorting ea
my long session witn Manclo RAY, Rogelio CISNEROS (Eugenio) and Eraesto
BETARCOURT. As will be noted in that memorandum, *:anolo promised to
come ud with & prospectus within approximately ten days! time, &fter con-
sulting with his lecaders {n Cuba.

s

I

2, On ] June 1961 Mr. Barnes called me to say that Mr., Goodwin had
been visited by )r. Ernesto BETANCOURT wao asked for immediate iinancial - °
support for certain activities of the MRF which would run around $ii, L3vw
dollare. Mr. Barnes asked me to contact EETANCOURT for the pur--ose of ) :
ascertaining what the funde were to be used for, exactly how much nseded, etec. ' !,
1 called BETANCOURT and he t0ld me that I snould get these deiails from . ST ]
CQISNEROS (Eugenio), who was staying at room 549 at the 'u'uh.l.ngton Hotel.
1 called Eugealo'and nmiade a-daia for oue and Ray DuBsis 2zy Adans is Lhe
name he uses with K2y and Cisneros) to calt upon himn. ‘¥e called on (.FNEROS
at spproximately 1815 bours 1 Juna, and he informed us that he had urgent
aeed for pesos for use in support of his saboiage and underground aciivities . .
fa Cuba. He sald his ;eople were absolutely without funds, needed money for . . /
Uwing expenses, transhortation purchase of sphntage equinment, sir {aves far
couriers, and for assisting people to get out of prisoa. He snd that it was
now possible for people to buy their way out of prison by bribing one of the
mezoy ‘' coqusunist lawyers and judges. He thought that 4y, CGU or 60, Lol
would meet irmnediate needs and that some sort of arrangement should be made
to receive funds - 3¢, 190 momh!y or therezsbouts -~ on a ﬁud and permanent
basie, -

3

. 3. We made no commitment to E\.zgenlo other than to c(y that we would

"'.’-pau his plea aloag 10 the {nterested poople. 1 reminded him that we had acked

Aim and Manolo 10 presare & plan for consideratton and that we were still
walting for that plen. 1 said [ personally doubted that enything could be done
.-wntil the plan was recaived from RAY. He esld Manolo was planning 1o come to
Washington on the afternocon of & June with the plan, but that he himself was :
baving to retura to Miami immediately and it was vital he be able to take the
money with him, arranze in Alaml for purchase of the pesos (at rate of i al »
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money slresdy in Cuba - dollars would be delivered 10 ownsrs of the pesos who . ‘
-are {n Miami). Itold him I would call him in the morning to let bim know h-w

things stood. ‘ _ .

4. ldiscussed our moeting with CISNERCS with Tracy Barnes on the
moraing of 2 June. k was Tracy's opinfon, in which I Eeartlly concur, that
we should put ot no money whatsoever until e have had a chance o0 examine
Manolo’s plan and to study just what repercussions or ramifications tkere
would be, policy-wise and otherwise, 10 2 decision 10 aseist the MEP
exilaterally; that is, oatside the Council and presumably without MIRO's
koowledge or consent. Since RAY has withdrawn his group from the Council
with a gres: deal of fan{are, it is ros: unlikely trat MIRG would look xindly
on any assistence 10 RAY, especially since he feels he has a rather {irm !
promise {from the President to deal only through MIRO, :

(%)

5. RAY, upon arrival in Washingtoa, will presumably take his jlan (along ]
with BETANCOURT) directly to Mr. Goodwin and I wou!d also presume that :
Goodwin will pass it down to Tracy sad Tsacy to us. Ray DuBois, wio has
beea }iznola's case olficer, {5 standing by In the event he should be needed.

6. I persnnelly feel very strongly thet we should do vothing to suzport the -~
plan, whatever it-is, until we have received from the White House and the i
Departmeat clear-cut, uneguivocal policy guidance on the overall plan. I also
feel that now is the time, if we are going to support the MRP unilaterally, to ’
insert a non-official cut out into the operation. [ would recommend that con- :
H slderation Le given to using Mr. harry Pleper (2 #AVE contract employee) i
o S5 his ol Harey s ismpéraicaially suiivd, nas a good business head, is :
4 fluent in Spanish (lived <8 years in Cuba), is cleared, follows directiocs,
completely bonest and iremendously conscientious.. It would be harder to N
find a better person. :

-,

! 7. Also, 1 would like to point out the security risks inherent in any arrange-
ments with the RAY-BETANCOURT-CISNEROS trio. These fellows have had :
€28y accesc to the V'hite House and to the Depart=ent, are notorious ior their ;

.'planned leaks -, will probably presume afl the Department officials they deal

" with are privy to the arrangement, and before we know it the whole exile

! community will be well aware that we are providing financial and material

Support to the RAY group. Iam not srguing against providing such support,

_but am merely pointing out the real potential for embarrassment to us if the

‘matter is not handled with the greatest of precautions. | fcel they have become

too closely identified with U, S. -officialdom, including ruysaelf, and that the g

plausible denial aspects, to date at least, are almost non-eristent, . i
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